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The  larg-
est room in 
the campus 
seats up to 
60 people at 
desks and can 
be divided 
into separate 
rooms.

for her ongoing efforts to support 
the business community. Weyers 
recalled driving around Medford 
with Emmerich looking for pos-
sible locations for the new campus 
and how much they liked the in-
dustrial park location. According 
to Weyers, they already have work-
ers from Marathon Cheese, located 
across the road from the campus, 
coming over to attend classes. 

Weyers also praised the partner-
ship with Memorial Health Center 
and Aspirus for support of the med-
ical and nursing programs which 
are a major focus of the new cam-
pus. 

“Medford is the third largest sat-
ellite campus,” Weyers said, noting 
there were more than 70 certifi cate 
and degree programs offered en-
tirely at the western campus versus 
only a handful a few years ago. 

Weyers gave special mention to 
the college’s partnership with Ghi-
dorzi Companies of Wausau. 

Ghidorzi led the project through 
the site development plans, design 
process and completed construc-
tion under an aggressive time line. 

The partnership continues as NTC 
has a lease-to-purchase agreement 
on the campus building from Ghi-
dorzi.

“This is a state of the art build-
ing,” Weyers said, noting that it has 
the newest and best technology of 
all the campuses at this point. “We 
wanted to do it right,” she said. 

While the footprint of the build-
ing is compact, the focus of the 
project has been to maximize the 
available space within the struc-
ture without giving the appearance 
of being cramped. To this end the 
designers and builders at Ghidorzi 
were able to meet the goals and 
maximize the available space while 
creating a fi nished product that 
will serve as a showcase for the con-
tractor and the college.

“The technology in here is amaz-
ing,” Chris Ghidorzi said following 
the ribbon cutting ceremony. In ad-
dition to classrooms and labs, the 
campus includes cutting edge com-
puter labs and also the ability to 
originate classes from Medford for 
the entire system.

 — Reporter Mark Berglund con-
tributed to this story

NTC unveils new campus
Continued from page 1

A spacious 
student lounge 
offers plenty 
of space for 
students to 
visit and study 
in comfort-
able booths or 
individually 
on chairs with 
built in com-
puter desks.

A science 
lab offers 
fl exibility for 
students at  the 
campus to take 
part in hands 
on lab classes.

A large 
conference 
room offers 
opportunities 
for medical 
classes as well 
as potential for 
industry use. 

Technology 
has allowed for a 
truly interactive 
audio and visual 
experience for 
the students along 
with the ability of 
classes to origi-
nate from Med-
ford for the whole 
system.

These eyes in 
the ceiling are 
optical scanners 
located in each of 
the classrooms. 
Items placed on 
the desk below 
the scanner 
can be viewed 
by teachers or 
shared over the 
televisions. 

A four-bed 
nursing class-
room gives the 
opportunity 
for real world 
training. The 
new campus 
will allow 
students in 
the nursing 
programs to 
get much  of 
their course-
work done in 
Medford.

A bank of win-
dows looks in on 
individual testing 
stations from the 
lobby. This allows 
the staff to easily 
proctor exams. 
The bank of tele-
visions automati-
cally show what is 
happening in each 
of the rooms in 
the building.

The new 
building includes 
offi ce space for 
the instructors to 
prepare for their 
classes and meet 
with students.

The dual 
screens on these 
computer work-
stations allow 
the students to 
interact with 
online classes 
in computer 
related courses.

Classrooms 
are sized to fi t 
specifi c needs 
ranging from 
large spaces 
seating more 
than 20 to 
compact rooms 
holding a half 
dozen.

Ribbon cutting
Alderman Mike Bub did the honors cutting the ribbon to offi cially 

open the new NTC campus in Medford. He was joined by NTC president 
Lori Weyers, NTC trustees and local leaders in business and economic  
development.

The technical college system is all about 
building networks of partners in the public 
and private sectors.

As Lori Weyers, president of Northcentral 
Technical College, said those partnerships 
were what made the construction of the new 
NTC campus in Medford a possibility.

“It has been a long journey but we have 
made it,” she said to a crowd of about 50 local 
elected offi cials and business leaders who at-
tended the ribbon cutting ceremony Wednes-
day morning. 

“It wasn’t always easy, but everyone worked 
together for a common goal and for keeping 
this campus in Medford,” said alderman Mike 
Bub speaking on behalf of the Medford City 

Council. Mayor Mike Wellner was out of town 
and unable to attend the ribbon cutting.

“Why is this important to the community? 
We will be be able to train better employees for 
business and industry. It provides an afford-
able education for those who want to attend. 
By remaining in Taylor County and Central 
Wisconsin it will improve economic develop-
ment opportunities,” Bub said. “I would say 
welcome to Medford, but instead I will say 
thank you for staying in Medford.”

“We always wanted to stay in Medford,” 
said NTC board chairman Paul C. Proulx of  
Merrill. He praised the work done and the part-
nerships created to make that goal a reality.

Weyers went on to praise Sue Emmerich of 
the Medford Area Development Foundation 

A Medford man injured while cutting fi rewood last 
week is fi ghting for his life.

Jim Harder, a self employed farm worker, was cut-
ting fi rewood on Friday afternoon off of Sawyer Avenue 
in the town of Hammel when a log swung around and 
knocked him from the tractor he was using. The tractor 
then ran over Harder injuring him further. While severe-
ly injured Harder was able to call 9-1-1 on his cell phone. 
Harder’s adult son Jason was working in another part of 
the wood lot and fi rst learned of the incident when emer-
gency personnel arrived at the scene.

Firefi ghters from the Medford Area Fire Department 
responded along with the Taylor County Ambulance. 
Aspirus MedEvac was called in to airlift Harder from a 
landing site at Larson Drive. Harder was transported to 
Aspirus Wausau Hospital and was placed in a medically 
induced coma in the intensive care unit. 

“It has been tough,” Jason said, noting there were 
times over the past weekend that they feared they would 
lose his father. Jim Harder underwent surgeries over 
the weekend and another lengthy surgery on Wednesday 
and if all goes well faces a lengthy recovery. 

“We are so thankful to the fi rst responders, the As-
pirus team and the EMTs who worked hard to stabilize 
him,” said Barbara Harder, Jim’s wife. 
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Search and rescue
Firefi ghters from the Medford Area Fire Department responded with emergency res-

cue equipment to a farm on Sawyer Avenue in the town of Hammel at 1:05 p.m. Friday 
afternoon after a call from a person injured while cutting fi rewood. Firefi ghters also se-
cured a helicopter landing site at Larson Drive in the town of Hammel and were on the 
scene until about 3 p.m. Jim Harder was severely injured when he was knocked from a 
tractor by a log and then run over.

Fighting 
for life
Jim Harder was injured while 
cutting fi rewood in Hammel
by News Editor Brian Wilson

Campus is open for business
See HARDER on page 3
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Lori Weyers praised the partnerships that made 
the  new western campus possible.

by News Editor Brian Wilson

photo by Mark Berglund

The technical college system is all about 
building networks of partners in the public 
and private sectors.

As Lori Weyers, president of Northcentral 
Technical College, said those partnerships 
were what made the construction of the new 
NTC campus in Medford a possibility.

“It has been a long journey but we have 
made it,” she said to a crowd of about 50 local 
elected offi cials and business leaders who at-
tended the ribbon cutting ceremony Wednes-
day morning. 

“It wasn’t always easy, but everyone worked 
together for a common goal and for keeping 
this campus in Medford,” said alderman Mike 
Bub speaking on behalf of the Medford City 

Council. Mayor Mike Wellner was out of town 
and unable to attend the ribbon cutting.

“Why is this important to the community? 
We will be be able to train better employees for 
business and industry. It provides an afford-
able education for those who want to attend. 
By remaining in Taylor County and Central 
Wisconsin it will improve economic develop-
ment opportunities,” Bub said. “I would say 
welcome to Medford, but instead I will say 
thank you for staying in Medford.”

“We always wanted to stay in Medford,” 
said NTC board chairman Paul C. Proulx of  
Merrill. He praised the work done and the part-
nerships created to make that goal a reality.

Weyers went on to praise Sue Emmerich of 
the Medford Area Development Foundation 

A Medford man injured while cutting fi rewood last 
week is fi ghting for his life.

Jim Harder, a self employed farm worker, was cut-
ting fi rewood on Friday afternoon off of Sawyer Avenue 
in the town of Hammel when a log swung around and 
knocked him from the tractor he was using. The tractor 
then ran over Harder injuring him further. While severe-
ly injured Harder was able to call 9-1-1 on his cell phone. 
Harder’s adult son Jason was working in another part of 
the wood lot and fi rst learned of the incident when emer-
gency personnel arrived at the scene.

Firefi ghters from the Medford Area Fire Department 
responded along with the Taylor County Ambulance. 
Aspirus MedEvac was called in to airlift Harder from a 
landing site at Larson Drive. Harder was transported to 
Aspirus Wausau Hospital and was placed in a medically 
induced coma in the intensive care unit. 

“It has been tough,” Jason said, noting there were 
times over the past weekend that they feared they would 
lose his father. Jim Harder underwent surgeries over 
the weekend and another lengthy surgery on Wednesday 
and if all goes well faces a lengthy recovery. 

“We are so thankful to the fi rst responders, the As-
pirus team and the EMTs who worked hard to stabilize 
him,” said Barbara Harder, Jim’s wife. 

  THE    NEWS  

$1

 
WMedford, isconsin

            
www.centralwinews.com

SERVING TAYLOR COUNTY SINCE 1875

STAR 
January 23, 2014

Volume 141 ★ Number 4

Perkinstown 
Snowshoe race

Second Section

3-134991

Search and rescue
Firefi ghters from the Medford Area Fire Department responded with emergency res-

cue equipment to a farm on Sawyer Avenue in the town of Hammel at 1:05 p.m. Friday 
afternoon after a call from a person injured while cutting fi rewood. Firefi ghters also se-
cured a helicopter landing site at Larson Drive in the town of Hammel and were on the 
scene until about 3 p.m. Jim Harder was severely injured when he was knocked from a 
tractor by a log and then run over.

Fighting 
for life
Jim Harder was injured while 
cutting fi rewood in Hammel
by News Editor Brian Wilson

Campus is open for business
See HARDER on page 3

photo by Brian Wilson

Girls break the ice 
with exciting win 
over T-Birds

— Sports

Area deaths

Cat’s Pajama’s 
coming to Medford

— Ask Ed

Pinewood Derby 
returns to Medford

— Page 10

Obituaries begin  
on page 15 for:

Mabel Habermeyer
Margaret Nelson
Judith Reynolds

Race showcases a 
county treasure

 — Opinion

Commentary

See NTC on page 9

Now open
Northcentral Technical College president 

Lori Weyers praised the partnerships that made 
the  new western campus possible.

by News Editor Brian Wilson

photo by Mark Berglund


